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Windham Exploratory eavisory Co**if;i b'fie-tii
By Jamie Bon)ers

There was a s1'rccial meetins held bv the Safctv
Committcc in Wirrdharn Thufsdav, Mav 3 to did_
cuss thc 1-rossibilitv of :t jffi'l-fiiFlilstri-ct berwecn
Wi ndham Vi I I age lnd Windham'I'ov,nship. Counci I
Represenurtivcs-l{achel llanctt, Sonya Edwards and
Phi I. Snvder,, Yrygr Q._ Iames Moori and Viliage Ad-
nrinistrator Muufice I lanl<ins as wcll as coniriunitv
residents'lbm Byt9fi, ]csse Winick, Thomas -fauchd,
Gcorgc llcngston, Brucc Rinigcr, Don Vanderbloom
and Rill Sponauglc arc mcmbcrs of thc E>mloratorv
Advisory Commiitcc. All membcrs have a ,iote with
the cxccption ol'Mayor Moore, who may onlv pro_
vidc infonnation to'thc committec. l'hc to#nihin
trustccs wcrc invilctl to bc a p;rrt of tlre committec
llrrt rronc app('ar('d at thc first mcctinr'.'t'hc 

villdge and tolnnship of Win8ham had oper-
ating agrcemenls regarding Hrc protcction and rnedi-
cal response teams 

-daLing-baclr 
to 1965. A two_mil

lcv\', onc lor ol)cratiolrs arrrl thc othcr for cquipmcnt,
Iras bccn in existcncc for ycars. Accordir-ic'to thc
Ohio llcviscd Codc, thc cr,unty audiror coliccts thc
furrds throrrgh propcrty laxcs and pays tlrcnr to'l-ourrship ( .[r'rl< ]avinc Nciliirlt Lwi(c a vi,lr. With an
oryrating agrccmcht camc power on bodr sides to
rnehc clccisions ou hor,r, thc funds wcrc srrcnt. how_
cvcr, thcre has bccn no opcrating agrcc,n.nt sincc
January 2004.

\A4rilc evclvonc on thc crploratol conrmittcc
:\Sree5, that lunds havc nor bcen hisappiopriated and
that the tou,nship Lrustces have maiie scjund finan_
cial decisions about thc flre dcp:rrtmcnt, th"y belicve
tJratjLis Lrnl'ai!_to givt'all tlecision mal<ing powcrs ro
thc_try11 ccs. ) Lrnt'- 2005 ir rrrcliijnO.na'Flroil ttrc
maygr and.council to thc township trr.$tees cl:rims
Llration without represcnLation.

Mernbers of tfic committcc and the audiencc
questioned whv the tor,rnrship Lrustces have icnored
several invitations to rescarch'the possibilitv of"a ioint
fire districr. Mayor Moore said that the pjrticipition
of an cducated public is lcey to scttlinJr ine diiaerec-
menL. Hc hopci that future mectings 5f tlc e*pTora-
tory committee will rcsult in reside-nts of thc toun_
sh i p .and. the. vi l l age un de rsta n di n g lbalbotfu lunicl_
pal i t i cs,:l roul d huvc r l tti si on- rl lli i'rig i6it i ries_rcgard-
ing thq levy morrcv gt'r rt'r;rtt.rl fi rr. ( I rrYfi rc clepartmcnL

When qrrcstiirnicl alxr rt lhe viabilitv o{, tl-rr: vil-
rage separaung from the r '
to-vunstiip, N(oore said
that although the Ohio i Dr"rring a pst-
Revised Cdde permits mecting" interview,
the countv auditor 1n ; Torurshi-p Trustee How_

, divide thd levy money ard Furl^ said. that the
and existing eQuipment trustees were asked by
between tldtwo munici_ the village to srgn an
palities, that is not an ageemen-t for a joht fire
option he or anvone clse district two or tfuee
wants. He added that it I years ago. He said the
n'orild bc costJy to opcr- offer was refused, be-
ate independehtlv, hnd .cause fr6dioifrt fire di.+

. there wd*rld be h figtrr 
-d* 

*;if i{lqa€t
_e_vgI-Lnej{e$a{quhat iryl__lgyy wuis_oe_oper-
rs rocateo ln-tnc vtltagc. Strng agreement in

-Wlndham odflcclui1c{a! nr11*. He cmphasizcd
urat. addltlonal_r._r4 clollars woul_d bc necded to_p:ry

Jtc no41g qre_p.[qrs and a fiscal officer if a ioinr'iir"c
_d i;1 r_r q*w4-s foJrrrsg. Fu rl ed.1cd rh aliliih f ni_cur*.r t
a rrange m en t-fl r. I e",u_ .qrqrgy_jlsepl$iralatciom

lqvylls 0r p mon e) an-d tjl a t th e- _qus1eq5 . a n d - cJ-c dt_ a rcy
_patd bty tournship funds to administer.f irc depar-t-
mcnt-funds. He also crplaincd that once the town-
shjn-:efu s.edJg-sjsr.aiarl!_trc_disrua@ltgE5c

-y'Lqg+KelS-9S,St.aqo$91_op^c_L.r-Ulg_dglccmcni,
run arso notcd tnat despltc. the tact Lhat an agrec_
ment was not in existencc, lbSjnUtg$__agfg-edlq ill.:
J{${cgr pajd blJhe tovrnrThip ior-disp}'tl'h as w..ti

-11 !9:4!-c!tiflng.thcir mceting placc bctwe,-n !o-.-al
l]g!s.*-lt -!llg y.lll.egc -and Urc township whcn an_
gqacll_r'd -U4fth such requcs-ts lly Council l{clrrescnta-
tivc Marian Gan'clt in 2005.. Furl conc.ludcd thit*firs.
dglg1n cn t pclson q-c I arg -vc, ry-h 1ppy Wr th _th _e__G
-[q4!-a!rdn$$S!t and that thc township clcrl<, elso
l(nown as the fiscal offlqer is Iiable to 6oth munici_

-pelu:es- jrrrE[-1lulUlc,If +seleielyq,t_a_!.lanet"lr.p"rt
-sve4Solot$r fionlt h c_!g_rq qh r p,'fhe 

Exploratorv- Advisb*n; Commiil.ce lor u
Windham Joirr t  Fire Distr icr wi l l  nrcet euain
Wcdncsday, M:rv I6 in rhe borfdroom ol- rlrt, i i irh
school. Tlrc S. Main Sl. entrirn('c slrorrltl bc us.li.
Thc goals oF tlre cummittcc :rrc: to idcntify thc spe-
cific prob_lcms which shorv rcasons nhv a'ioint Fire
rnd EMS Distr icr nccds lo bc'corrsidcicd; to obrairr
infomration lrbour joint districrs rnd lrt_rrv Lhcir 1r,r.-sonnel opcrate from board rcprcscnLrtivcs :rnd crncr_
gency personnel in Porurgc Cor"rnty and othcr cor.rn-
l-ics and cumparc it to thc'lbr.vnship Firc Districr; ro
dctcnninc if ihc cost to changc to'a ioint clisrrict is
morc, lcss ur insig'nificant; tb determinc potcrrrial
L'onscqucnces of continuing with the currcni. fire dis_
trict; Lo rcport to villagc"and tou"nshirr rcsidcnLs
about thc information githcrcd; to providc a rccom-
mcndation in the best intcrcst of tlic communitv to
thc Windham Village Council and Windham Tolinm-
ship Trustecs arrcl th-'c residents of both.
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Moore.
Trustees have said the current

operation of the fire department
is working fbr all residents and

. a Joint Fire District would cost
residents more money.

In a letter dated June of2005.
Moore wrote, ..Our proposal is
a peaceful alternative that we
believe is fair, reasonable and

"provides respresentatives from
both sides equal voice and vote.
And most impoitantly, can pro_
vide an improved Fire and EMF
service to village and township'
residents."

The exploratory committee
will continue to meet before a
reccomendation is made.

Windham Village holds
first meeting seeking
Joint Fire District
Township trustees not
interested in district,

feud continues

Jt*un Vlano
Windham

Without an operating agree_
mentinplace sincethe end ot2003.
the Vil lageof Windham feelsithas
no voice in the Windham Fire
Department, which serves both
the vil lage and townshio.

On May 3, thc vil lage held its
fi rstexploratory advisory commit_
tee in an effbrt to establish a Joint
Fire and EMS District.

Council members. Rachel
Barrett, Phil Snyder and Sonya
Edwards of the safety committle
met to discuss future options. .

In a resolution passed by
council on Feb. 20, the villase
said, "the (Windham) Township
Trustecs began making all of thi
dccisions without equal voice and
vote of the Village Councilresard-
ing the Fire District spending ttre
resident's tax dollars."

So,  rather  then t ry ing to
pursue another operating agree_
ment, lhe village wants to form
a 3- or 5-man Joint Fire District.
said Windham Mayor C. James


