" the county - auditor to

. between the two munici-
* palities, that is not an

Is#

Yhe Review Newspapers ¢ Zone 6

Meative 5-3-07

‘May 11, 2007

Windham Exploratory Advisory Comm ittee meets

By Jamie Bowers :

~ There was a special meeting held by the Safety
Committee in Windham Thursday, May 3 to dis-
cuss the possibility of a joInt fire district between
Windham Village and Windham Township. Council
Representatives Rachel Barrett, Sonya Edwards and
Phil Snyder, Mayor C. James Mooré and Village Ad-
ministrator Maurice Hankins as well as community
residents "Tom Bytch, Jesse Wirrick, Thomas Tauche,
George Bengston, Bruce Riniger, Don Vanderbloom
and Bill Sponaugle arc members of the Exploratory
Advisory Committee. All mémbers have a vote with
the exception of Mayor Moore, who may only pro-
vide information to the committee. The township
trustees were invited to be a part of the committee
but none appeared at the first meeting.

The vil&age and townshiF of Windham had oper-
ating agreements regarding fire protection and medi-
cal response teams dating back to 1965. A two-mil
levy, one for operations and the other for cquipment,
has been in existence for years. According to the
Ohio Revised Code, the county auditor Coﬁects the
funds throulgh roperty taxes and pays them to
Township Clerk })a_vmc cikirk twice a year. With an
operating agreement came power on both sides to
make decisions on how the funds were spent, how-
ever, there has been no operating agreement since
January 2004.

While everyone on the exploratory committee
agrees that funds have not been misappropriated and
that the township trustces have made sound finan-

cial decisions about the fire department, they believe |

that it is unfair to give all decision making powers to
the trustecs. June 2005 ~cotrespondence from the
mayor and council to the township trustees claims
taxation without representation.

Members of the committee and the audience
questioned why the township trustees have ignored
several invitations to research the possibility of a joint
fire district. Mayor Moore said that the participation
of an educated public is key to settling the disagree-
ment. He hopes that futuré meetings of the explora-
tory committee will result in residents of the town-
ship and the village understanding that both munici-_
palities should have decision-making abilities_regard-
ing the levy money generated for the fire department.

When questioned aboiit the viability of the vil-

‘1age separating from the

township, oore said _ .. . . .
that although the Ohio | Dgrmg 4 post-
Revised Code permits : mecting interview,

Townshjp Trustee How-
ard Furl said. that the
trustees were asked by
the village to sign an
agreement for a joint fire

divide the levy money
and existing equipment

option he or anyone else .
wants. He added that it |
‘would be costly to oper-
ate independently, and cause r ]
there would b ight Lricts require at least a 5-
i at 'mil levy while the oper-
Aing

years ago. He said the
offer was_refused, be-
Lause most joint fire dis-

district two  or ‘three -

~agreement ._in_

Windham only required a 2-mil levy. He emphasized
that additional tax_dollars would be needed to pay
Aire board members and a fiscal officer if a joint fire
district was formed. Furl added that with the curent
arrangement, fire levy money is kept separate from
township money and that the trustees and_clerl arc.
paid township funds to administer firc_depart-

b
r,r_r)cr)qt,,j»{'mds.'He also explained that once the town-

" ship refused to sign a joint fire district agreement, the
~village refused to sign another operating agreement,
Furl also noted that despite the fact that an agrec-
ment was not in existence, the trustees agreed to in-
crease fees paid by the township for dispatch as well
_as {o_alterating their meeting place between loca-
tions in the vi _l.aﬁc, _and. .the” township when ap- -
proached with suc reiuests by Council R?ipresgma-

tive Marian Garrctt in 2005. Furl concluded that_fire

department personnel are very happy with the cur-
rent_arrangement and that the township derk; also
known"as the fiscal officer is liable to_both munici-
_palities and that the village recejves a financial report
~every. month from the township. .
The Exploratory Advisory Committee for a
Windham ﬁoint Fire District will meet again
Wednesday, May 16 in the boardroom of the high

- school. The S. Main St. entrance should be used.

The goals of the committee are: to identify the spe-
cific problems which show reasons why a Joint Fire
and EMS District needs to be considered; to obtain
information about joint districts and how their per-
sonnel operate from board representatives and emer-
gency personnel in Portage County and other coun-
ties and compare it to the Township Fire District; to
determine if the cost to change to a joint district is
more, less or insignificant; to determine potential
consequences of continuing with the current fire dis-
trict; to report to village and township residents
about the information gathered; to provide a recom-
mendation in the best interest of the community to
the Windham Village Council and Windham Town-
ship Trustees and the residents of both.
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Windham Village holds
first meeting seeking
Joint Fire District

Township trustees not
interested in district,
feud continues

JAMIE WaRrp

Windham

- Without an operating agree-

mentinplace since the end of2003,

the Village of Windham feels it has

no voice in the Windham Fire

Department, which serves both
the village and township.

On May 3, the village held its
firstexploratory advisory commit-
tee in an effort to establish a Joint
Fire and EMS District.

Council members Rachel
Barrett, Phil Snyder and Sonya
Edwards of the safety committee
met to discuss future options. .

In a resolution passed by
council on Feb. 20, the village
said, “the (Windham) Township
Trustees began making all of the
decisions without equal voice and
voteof the Village Council regard-
ing the Fire District spending the
resident’s tax dollars.”

So, rather then trying to
pursue another operating agree-
ment, the village wants to form
a 3- or 5-man Joint Fire District,
said Windham Mayor C. James

Moore.

Trustees have said the current
operation of the fire department
is working for all residents and

-a Joint Fire District would cost
- residents more money.

Inaletter dated June of 2005 ,
Moore wrote, “Our proposal is
a peaceful alternative that we
believe is fair, reasonable and

-provides respresentatives from

both sides equal voice and vote.
And most importantly, can pro-
vide an improved Fire and EME_
service to village and township
residents.” By
The exploratory committee
will continue to meet before a
reccomendation is made.
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