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Windham rcsid€nb demard officiat$ atterrtion
By Junie Bowers

Itesidcnts of both
Wirrdham Vi l lagc anc{
l'orvnshiu attendcd thc
trustcc 

^mccting 
hclcl-fhtrrsdav, 

Iunc 7 to rc-
ctucst thlt the trustees
parr ic i l latc i rr  thc.crplo-
ratlon oI fornlll ' lg a
io in t  f i r c  d is t i i c t .
Mavor Cccil I. Moorc
e xnicssed aoorcciat ion
to' ' l ' r t rstcc IJr ian Mi l lcr
fbr his attcrrdance at
the.last nieeling of the
exploratoly commlttec
and assured Trustee
l)an 

'fimnrons 
that

their next meeting
rvould bc sclrcdulcd
dr"rring a time that hc
could also attcncl.

l)cspitc thc amica-
blc star-t. to the gather-
lng, c('naill lssucs \vcre
of- hcatcd dcbatc.
Mcr"nbcr of thc explora-
tory c( )nrrnit tce (lcorgc
lJcirqston's rcquest ior
thc srr ler ics o[ ihc trr , rs-
tccs arrd torvn-slrip clerk
\ \ ,crc nlct  \v l th tne an-
swcr tionr 'fimnrorrs

that- thc [i; 'urcs had
rrot l t ing to 

-  
t lo with

fornr in[  a joint  f i rc dis-
trict. Rcrrgston addcd
t l rat  t l rc 

' -  
in lornrat ion

u,as utrblic rccord and
that hc lvas also look-
irrg at thc salary
arilounts of the villagels
ntavor- coLltlcll ancl
cleih. He concluded
that he 

"r'ould 
find an-

swers to his ouestions
elsewher-e and'emoha-
siz-etl that both muhici-
palities should , manage
an i lgrcsnlcnt tnat ls rn
the 6est irltcrest of the
llcoplc. Ilcrrgston also
askcd if villa'gc officials
sigrrcd off orr thc salc of
firc derraltnrent vchi-
cles. 

' -l ' irnnrons 
rc-

sponded by saying that
thc vclriclds wbrc' titled
in thc tomrship's name
and that tlrc irroceeds
wcnt back to'thc fire
dcp:rrt.nrcnt and not

thc torvnshio. Bensston
, r  I  r ?

anslvcred Dy cxplalrllng
that the f i rc 

^deoan-

ment is an indepenbent
entitv that shodld servc
both' .the villagc and
townshlp qovernmenls.
He alst i  Flainrcd rhat
firc depanrnenl pcrson-
ncl have bccn alienated
from the village.

Torvnship-rcsidcrrt ,
Ted St. |ohn said that
there are fire districts
all around Windhanr
and thcn askcd whv ar
tor,vnslrip is opcrating a
village dnd if the cost
would not bc much dif-
fcrcnt. thcn rvhv not
form a fire distriit? He
cmphasizcrl that public
safi'tv is thc nroit im-

J .

p o r t a n t  l s s u e .
Timmons said in re-
sponsc that thc tolvn-
ship currcntlv absorbs
administrative costs for
thc firc department
and cxtra niit levics
havc becn voted down
irr thc nast.

Lanae St. |ohn, a
village resident and als<-r
a property olvner in tl-rc
tor,''rnshin said that
manv peoplc would not
vote'for a'lcvv until the
fighting bctwccn tolvn-
stiip an-d villagc officials
sto'ps. Couricil Reprc-
seniativc Iodi Min<itti
cmphasizcd that some-
thing has to be done to
improvc scricc, be-
cause her mother
waited 45 minutes for
an ambulance after suf-
fcrin.q a heart attack.
Shc addcd that cventu-
allv she had to call for
help from Warren.'Council 

Represen-
tative Phil Snyder said
that politics 

-must 
be

rem<ived from the
situation and that
tovvn.ship and villagc
officials ',votrld be negli-
gent if thcv do not try
t"o make things better.
Moore added that a

ioint firc distria rvor,rld
bring cvcryolrc to-
gethlr.-  

\ r i l lagr '  Administnr-
t()l Mat-rrice Hanl<irrs
asked rvhat had to bc
dont '  to gct thc inplr t
o[ t hc "trLlslccs. I Ic
addd that 

'frustce

Howard Furl's clislil<c
of the current mavor
should not be a stdm-
bling block to officials
of hoth municirral i t ics
w o r l < i n g  t o g ' e t h c r .
Hankins also 

- 
stated

that the nroblem with
thc firc dcpartmcnt be-
gan whcn thc township
trusi.ces tooK alv;lv the
say of villagc tarpdycrs.'  

f  essic Warr i i -k 'said
that f i rc t l istr icts in
other alcas havc no
ploblcrrr  gctt ine addi-
tional t:rx monev. arrd
Larrca St. fohn 

"reiter-

ated that torvnshin resi-
dcnts are lettirrg thc
trustecs know thal tncv
lvunt officials frorir
both nrunicipalities to
rvork togcthei.

Wlr i i r i  the ci t izens
in attendance perceived
a negative or lloncom-
n"uttal rcspolrse lKrrn
any of the'trustees, vil-
lagc rcsident, Francis
Bengston sLood up and
said.- "You're not Iistcn-
ing!" Marrv othcrrs ech-
ocl her wrirds.

At the end of the
45-nrinute sessiorr, it
seemed that thc con-
sensus was that at lcas'-'fimmons 

and Miller
would attcnd the next
mcetins of thc cxrrl<lra-

I  t -

Lorv conlmlttee. 50mc
of 

- 
those rvho \verc

therc to ulk about a
ioint fire district left
the torvnship hall when
the [rustecs- continued
their regular meeting t0

, .  o  ,  ,  .  (

drscuss otner Duslness.
Thc llcxt mccting

of the exoloratorv corn-
. . 1

mlttec ts to Dc an-
nounceo.


