
Windham urged to unite
on fire dept. agreement
By Jumie Bowers'l'l"re 

Joint Firc l)isrricr Exploratory Advisorv
(lommittec in Windham nict fbi thc four-th tinte in
as many rnonths 'l'hursdav, 

func 28. 
'fhc 

gucst
spcaher'was David (Chip) (lomstock frorn thI larv
firm Comstoch, .Springcr and Wilsorr of Youngs-
tou'n. (lontstock is thc firc chiel'of thc Wcstcrn l{c-
sr:n,c Joint Firc District ancl is also thc lcgal cor,rncil
l irr thc Clenfieltl ar.rc1 N.F. |oirrt Fir-c I)istricts.

(lornstrrh tarrc his o1-rinion of thc olx:ulril-
tiorurl aspccts of thc Winclham Fire I)cpartrnent
aftcr a cursorv view of its tlocumcrrtccl hiitorv. Flc
saici that it afpcars tlret Winclh:tut'l 'ou,uship con-
tnrclccl u,ith Wirrclharn Villagc lirr firc protioion,
rurcl :it sourc-- 1-roint, thc l<x,l'nshilt crcatcrl a firc dis-
tric1. As rccrtrds stanri nor,rr, (i<lnrslock saicl it scclt)s
that thc villatc slrorrlcl hrrvc tltc opcratirtg ttrthor-
i r v .- ' l 'hc 

JFI)8,\(l rv:rs firrrnccl bccausc, Wintlharrr'l'ou.rrslii 
1"1 

-l'rus1 
r-cs assr-rmccl thc opcratimg authttr-

ity irr thc last lcr,r,' ycars lvithor-rt consrdta[iorr r,vith
tlrc villagc. 

'I 'horrgh 
cvclvonc on thc cornnrittcc

lrrcfaccs.thcir objcctiorrs to slrch an armrlgcrncut by
savins that thc trustccs :rre ltot mishandlinc thc
funds, rr.rcurbcrs still bclicve that the village shoulc'l
havc some authority in the adrninistration of the
firc dcnerrtmcnl.

Cornslock crnphasized that it lvould be a

lugc rnistal<c for the trustees to avoid coming to
thc tablc, bec-ause cveryone in the communitv
would lose. He suspects that a worst case scenario
would bc that in a figl-rt, the village would retain
the equipment, the to.,vnship would be awardcd the
fire station for at least the 20 ycars remaining on
thcir lcasc, and both n-runicipalities could lose thc
lcr,1r moncy. Comstock added that the committee
must review the numbers to detcrminc if a ioint fire
district would be bencficial for the entire commu-
nity or at the vcry least, set up a lcgal agrecmenl
betlvccn the tolrmship and thc village in Windham
for firc protcction.

1'olrmship'frustee Dan Timmons, who is also
an attomer/, was present at the meetir-rg. When
questioned by thc comnrittcc ;rs to lris thoughts
abor-rt C-omstock's opinious,'Iirnntons said thaf ltc
is uncert:iin il' he agrcec-l lvith Clonistock, but thc
most important thiut to do norv ir^ looh to Wind-
ham's futurc. 

-I'hc 
conscnsus among other audiencc

nrcmbcrs ancl thc comnrittcc sc-crncil to agrec.

Comstock concluded bv rcconrmending that
if it is thc dcsirc of both tlrc tor,rnship and villagc to
{bnn a ioint firc district, they shoulcl rnakc a joirrt
rcsolution and thcn transfer thc fire surtion to thc
district. 

'I'hc 
comrniLtee also cxprcssed apprcciation

to the fircfightcrs arrd crnphasizcd that thc prob-
lems involve administration and not day-to-d.iy op-
erations of the department.'fhc 

ncxt mceting nill bc hcld'l-hursda_v, iulv
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the high school boardroom using
the S. Ivlain St. cntrancc. It is opcn to the irublic,
and cvcryonc is cncour:rgcd to atterrd.


