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In Windhum
Modern firefighting very expensive;
joint fire district a
A wi l l ingness  by  the  jo in t

ti rc district .cxploratory-advi-
sory colnmlttee to explore and
advance the concept of both
the village of Windharn and
Windharn Township to have one
fire district looks like a positive
step.

A l though sonrc  d is t r i c ts .
especially in rural areas, are
able to get by with volunteers
that keep their  opcrat ing costs
rlinirnal, those kinds of districts
are becoming scarce as the
public wants to be served by
modern firefi ghting techniques,
including cnergency medical
servlccs.

That has made f-ire districts
capital  intensive operat ions re-
quiring well-trained firefighters.
The districts as a result have
become extremely expcnsive,

sensible approach
and efforts by small political
subdivisions to retain their own
districts look increasingly like
exercises in futility.

The village of Windham,
more densely populated than
Windharn Township, has had
diffi culty persuading'voters to
increase the income tax, and
that has made supporting a
modern firefighting operation
more difficult.

Sharing resources in emer-
gencies, which most subdivi-
sions do throughout Portage
County, helps sorne, but it does
not solve the problem of provid-
ing the public with up-to-date
equipment and a highly-trained
firefighting force.

Thus, the village and the
township are on the right track
in rnoving toward a merger.

So far, this has beer a busy summer
with many communifies woiking hard
to make Portage County an even better
place to live and work.

InWindham, MayorC. James Moore
continues working with an advisory
committee tbr a joint fire district.

At their most recent meeting, guest
speaker David Comstock spoke about
the idea of a join fire district with
Windham Township, which he highly
recommended.

Comstock is the flre chief of the
Western Reserve Joint Fire District

and is also the legal counsel for the Newton Falls Fire
District.
. "The township and the village need to create a joint
fire district which will benefit both entities," he said.
"These peoplc truly want what's best for the tire de-
partment."

Moore said he hopes to have a report ready by the
this week's Vil lagc Council meeting.


