
lVindham township and village still
grappling with joint fire district
IIas the issue becom.e

a personal one?

Jnpnr Vlinnn
At the last Windham Town-

ship Trustees' meeting, Windham
Village Council President Scott
Garrett presented the findings of
the Joint Fire District Exploratory/
Advisory Committee.

It was recommcnded by that
committee,made up of 1 I members
within the community, that both
vil lagu' and rownship lorm a joint
firc district.

tsut the issue is lar liom re-
solvcd, as trustees have repcatcdly
ignored the village's requests for
a district. l 'avoring an opcraring
agrcemcnt .  The last  operut ing
agreement betwecn village and
t<lwnship expired at the end of
2003.

Wh i Ie both cntirics cont inue tcr
get legal advice, thc disagreement
may stem fiom problems with past
negotiations.

"l suppose you could call it
that," saidTownship Trustee How-
ard Furl when asked iI'the issue had
become a personal one.
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"This has been in the makine
lbr a long time. I don't feel gooi
about the whole situation. Those
people (in the village) are good
people, and I like a lot of those
people. What they are doing now
is driving a wedge between the
township and village."

Furl said he does not support
the formation of a fire district,
and said he is not confident in the
fi ndi ngs of the advisory committee.
"For five years, it's bccn nothing
but a fight," he said.

He said he wants the village to
have a say in what goes, but that the
township should still be in charge
of-thc money

"They've taken cheap, shots
at me, the whole bunch of them
(council and committee members)
in an open meeting. We'l l let
someone else tell us what we have
to do. We'll follow our own legal
advice," he said.

Thc advisory committcc met
six separate times in public meet-
ings. After a fiscul analysis, it was
decided by the committee a joint
fire district would not cause an
increase in resident's taxes.

Committce Chairman Mau-

rice Hankins, who also is the
Village Adminisrrator, said rep-
resentatives from other area fire
districts all agreed ajoint district
would be most beneficial to everv-
body in the area.

"It can't stay like it is," he said.
"You can't have village tax money
and then the village residents have
no voice in where it's going at all.
We got acomplete report with cost
analysis, financial statements and
three differcnt organizations to
visit. Theycould scenothing wrong
with going to a fire district."

At thc trustces' nrccting, they
said they would review the docu-
mcnts provided by the advisory
committee and come to a decision,
potcnt ia l ly  at  thei r  ncxt  mcer ing.

Other members of the com-
mittee were : George Bcngtson,
retired Assistant Fire Chicf. prior
Township trustee: Don Vandcr-
bloom, retired Fireman; Jesse
Wirick, Township resident; Thom
Tauche, Township resident; Phil
Snyder, Council Safety Committee
member; Rachel Barrett. Council
Safety Committee member; Bruce
Riningcr, rctired Fireman; Ted
St. John, Township resident, Bill
Sponaugle, Village resident, Chief
of EMS Community Ambulance;
and Robert Donham, Council
Safety Committee member.

Hankins said all the trustees
were asked to participate on the
committee - but declincd.

"We've gor to get the poli-
tics out of fire fighting," he said.
"There's no room lbr it."

The Vil lager wil l contrnue
to follow the various dccisions by
both vil lage and township.


