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Joint Fire District

to
Townsl-rip 

'l 'rustecs 
at their mecting

IaLer.

proposal presented
By Jumie Bowers

fu-tcr a unanimous "ves" vote
l r r  t l r r '  f o i n r  F i r e  D i s t r i c t ' E x p l o r a -
[ (  ) i \  : r r r d  , ' \ c i v i s o r v  ( . o n t n r i r  t e c
( I F D E A ( . ; ,  a  P r o p o s : r l  f o r  a  i o i n t
f i r c  d i s t r i t ' t  l o  i r r t ' l u t l e  W i n d l r a m'l'ownship 

and Village was prc-
scnLcd to villagc cor:ncil last' fucsd:rv,  

|ulv 17. ( lounci l  re-
solved ihat thc villasc woulcl ac-
ccp l  an( l  cndorse  su i ' l r  an  c l r l i t v .' l 'hc 

proposal was also prcscnte'd

Council Prcsiderrt Scott (larrcLt read :l statc-
mcnt to thc trustccs that said thc ioiut  f i re cl is-
tr ict  coulcl  bc cstabl is lred withtrut charrgir-rg thc
tax lcvy. Expcctat ic lns of counci l  i r rc l t relecl-ncar
future cliscussion rvith thc township tl 'rat lvoulcl
rcsult  in a rcsolut ion by thc trustcls by Nov. I
rv i t l r  r r ,51a l  o i  t ' s t lb l i s l r ing  a  io in r  f i r c  t l ' i s r r i t . t  by
Jan. I ,  2(X)lJ.  ( larrct t  concluclccl  by saying that
I'rc hacl thc utrnost rcst)cct for thci trr-r-stcils but
that. :i ntutual board w?rs the bcst w:rv rc) r)tovc
lonr ' , i r rd.

Whi lc Vi l lagc Adrninistrator Mauricc
Harrkirrs distr ibu[ed informational packcts [o
thc trustccs, township residcnt and cornmit tcc
rnrnrbcr ' fcd St.  fohn-medc un address. t lc said
that a joint  f i re distr ict  wouid causc no l tcw
t;rxcs ancl that comnrit.tcc menrbcrs werc hoth
township and villagc residcnts, most of whorr
were retircd fircfighters or current E.M.S. work-
ers. St.  John emphasized that their  goal is to
br irrg both nrunicipal i t ics to thc tabG for the
bcnCFit  of  al l  rcsidcir ts in thc ent ire community.

Specific reasons for the formation of a ioint
fire distric[ were:

Vil,lagc taxpayers have no say in how their
tax dol lars arc sDcl)1.' fhere 

is a quest ion ls to the legal i tv of thc
clrn'cn t  admi rr ist  ra r  ion ol '  t  hc f i rc dc pan nrent.- l 'hcrc 

arc no r luarte r lv mcct ings. '
Levies are placecl, cquipmerii is soltJ and

rcsidents arc bi l led for E.M.S. without vi l lage
inout.^ 

Fire deparLments in surrounding areas have
only been able to provide round thellock cover-
age-aftcr forming a ioint  f i re distr ict .

St.  |ohn coni inued by saying that Fire Chiei
David "Chip" Comstock, who Is also an attor-

1ey,.has helped in the formation of many fire
districts said that Windham will not have"diffi-
culties with consolidation of equipment and
personnel.  St.  lohn also quoted-Cbmstock as

saying that dire consequenCes could result if the
muni i ipal i t ies in Windham do not fonn a loint
fire district. He also said that the irrformation
provided to the trustees would bc available tp
the public on the villaqe's website and asked
that'the township do thc same. St. |ohn con-
cluded by requesiinq that thc trustecs contact
council b"y thi date oT the ncxl trustec meeting.

Windham'for,vrrshio Trustce Dan Tinrmons
repl ied that the trusteis would takc the infor-
mation under advisctr tcrr l  : ind discuss i t  at  thcir
ncxt meeting. Hc ad,-icd th:tt thcv r,vould not be
able to contact.  counci l  beforc that t imc.

Windham Council
meeting expectations

'l-hc 
following messagc r,vas dcliverecl to Wind-

hanr 
'lownship -l--rustees-during 

their mectirrg Iulv
I c).

. _ During thc Windham Council mecting July
17, thc foint Fire District Exploratory / Advisory
Committce (IFDEA(I) presentcd their advisory
recommcndation with many attachments support-
ing their recommendation.'fhcir recommendation
was for thc Windham Village Council and Wind-
ham Torvnship 'frustccs 

t,r-form a Joint Firc Dis-
tnfi.

Windharl (louncil voted to acceDt and en-
dorsc the IFDEA Committec's rccontmendation.
Thc Committee found that thc currcnt tar levies
rvorrld not changc in changing to the |oint Fire
I ) ist  r ict .

Wirrdharn Village Council looks fonvard to
worhi rrg .'vit h thc Wi ndham'I'or,r.nship -ftustees 

to
form a Joint Fire District. fhey strongly belicve, as
does thc Exploratorv Comniittce, inat this r,vill
servc the bcst interest of all Windham rcsidents.

$e .Ii1e _f)epartmcnt Fircmcn, thc Emcrgency
Medical 

-l'echnicians 
and Paramcdics. Vlttagl

Council is hopefll that the'fownship'I'rustccs r,vill
accept the Committce's rccomrncndation and be-
gin working with the Village Council to begin
forming the joint fire districi. If the 

'frustces 
ac-

ccpt, then Villagc Council is ready to entcr into
serious disctissions to fonn a |oint Fire District.'I'hcir 

cxpectations arc as follor,vs: Begin cliscus-
sions at the errliest asrceable datc. HavC a l{esolr-r-
tion fbrnrirrg thc foirrt Firc l)istrict egrr-ccl to :rnd
signcd not latcr than Novcmber l 

'fhc 
Nelv foint

Firc L)istrict anci its nclv l-loard .Nlenrbcrs to cor-n-
nrcncc j : in.  i .  2(n8.

Vi i laqe ( lounci i  bcl ievcs that thcre is no orhcr
choicc but lr.r pLrrslrc this op-rtion.'i 'n-rslccs 

rvcrc titertircd for thcir harti lvoi-ir rnci
it ri ' irs uiprcssed tirat changiltg t() a loint firc :inri
EN1S DisLrict is a ncccssirv tir.rc ro both prrrtics bc-
ing on a collision course which would 6e bacl for
the Windham Community.

Windham
two clays


